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Right-wing killers 
` coached Ali Agca 
to finger Soviets,’ 
then entered U.S. 


An Italian court last week prepared 
to hear final arguments in the trial of 
seven men accused of complicity in the 
1981 shooting of Pope John Paul. A ver- 
dict is expected later this month. 

No concrete evidence has emerged tc 
confirm: the “Bulgarian connection” ver- 
sion set forth by convicted papal assail- 
ant Mehmet Ali ngea. Last week, how- 
ever, the trial took new twist when the 
court decided not to further question 
Freanoesco  Pazienza, an Italian 
buainestmen jailed in New York, about 
his clicged tole in “coaching” Agca. Ac 
cording toaccnvicted Italian gang ster, 


Wot follows is a report 
peared in the Dec. 24 issue of th» Village 
Voice, based on what Pozicnza has al- 
nady told investigators. 
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By MARTIN A. LEE and KEVIN MA 
COOGAN 


© The Vi lage Voice 
New York — ANALYSIS 
WHEN ITALIAN JUDGE Ilario Mar- 


tella arrived in New York in December 
to continue his four-year-long inquiry 


Pope Joba Paul Il, - 
qüestion Francesco 


JUDGE ILARIO MARTELLA 


theory, advanced by Claire Sterling and 
others, to explain the attempt on the 
pope’s life. 

Both Agca and another witness in the 
Bulgarian connection trial, Giovanni 
Pandico, charged that Pazienza visited 

Agea in prison and persuaded him to 
testıfy that Bulgarian agents were be- 
lind his unsuccessful attempt to assas- 
sinate the pope in St. Peter’s Square in 
May 1981. In one of the contradictions 
that have become a halimark of his 
courtroom appearances, Agca later 
withdrew the 1 i i 
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AL 
Peter s Square. 
a bombshe!! of his own: Some months 
after the uttempt on the life of Pope 
John Pau! 11, delle Chiaie entered the 
United States in the company ofa Turk- 
ish terrorist closely linked to Agca. Ai- 
though this information had been 
known to U.S. officials for some time, 
it had not been passed along to Italian 
authoritie 

Pazienza's testimony was given Dec 
10, 1985 in a closed session in the fifth- 
floor cor ‘erence room of the Annex to 
the Federal Courthouse at Foley Square 
[New York City]. Also present during 
the و‎ tc moon hearing were Pazienza'e 


1 AGCA at the tirne'of his arrest for firing shots at the pope May 1 
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attorney, Edward Morrison (a former 
deputy mayor of New York im the 
Lindsay administration), and. David 
Denton, the assistant U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District of New York, who 
handled the extradition case against 
Pazienza. 


this encounter and on an interview with 
Pazienza in prison, it was possible to 
(Comtinued on next page) 
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26, 1964, I met with two U.S. customs 
agents — Thomas Galligan :nd Arthur 
Donelan. We talked for six hours at 
Morrison's Fifth Avenue law office. At 
first they esked me about the collapse 
of Banco Ambrosiano. Then the customs 


from South America,” Pazienza 
the Voice. “Then he told me 
delle Chiaie was traveling with a 


1 ۳ سس‎ aaa Tek ube = 


Last month, at Pazienza's urging, 
Martella also questioned the two cus- 
toms agents, Galligan and Donelan. So 
far, however, customs officials have re- 
fused to comment publicly about what 
was discussed. Spokespersons for cus- 
toms, the State Department and the 
Justice Department also declined to 
comment on the U.S. failure to inform 
Italian authorities about either delle 
Chiaie or Catli. 

This official silence is all the more 
curious when one examines the sordid 
biographies of the two men. Both delle 
Chiaie and Catli are ruthless killers 
who graduated from street-gang vio- 
lence to become leaders of neofascist 
groups that are outspoken in their 
hatred of the pope: 


LEE 


Nicknamed Ii Caccola (“shorty”), 
Stefano delle Chiaie is a lean, wiry 


Both delle 
Chiaie and Catli 
are ruthless kill- 
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street-gang vio- 
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‚that are outspo- 


LU ken in their 


EM ጠመው 2 NM 


rf than‏ رگد دا 
is‏ $= 


-of hitmen who waged clandestine war 
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London Times and London Observe! d 
D'Aubuisson was so impressed by de! 
Chiaie when they were introduced i 
1979 that he asked the fugitive Itali n 
to draw up a document on how the Se! 
vadoran army should conduct its cour - 
terinsurgency. In March of the ۰ 
ing year, Archbishop Oscar Romero; te 
popular leader of thesGatholic church 
in El Salvador, was martyred while say- 
ing mass. According to former U.S. am- 
bassador Robert White, it was D'Au- 
buisson who gave the order to assassi- 
nate Romero. 

Delle Chiaie played a key role in a 
July 1980 coup that succeeded in put- 
ting Bolivia under the control of a fas- 
cist military dictatorship. One of the 
kingpins of the "cocaine coup," as it has 
been. called, was Colonel Luis Arce 
Gómez, otherwise known as “the [di 
Amin of the Andes." After the coup, 
Gómez assembled a team of security ad- 
visers headed by delle Chiaie and Nazi 
war criminal Klaus Barbie. This group 
— appropriately named “the Fiancés of 
Death" — instructed Bolivian soldiers 
in torture techniques and helped pro- 
tect the flourishing cocaine trade that 
provided the main source of revenue for 
the Bolivian junta. Joachim Fiebelkorn, 
a former Fiancé of Death now in jail in 
West Germany, told West German 
police that delle Chiaie was the middle- 
man between the Bolivian-cocaine col- 
onels and the Sicilian heroin dons. 

While in Bolivia, delle Chiaie con- 
tinued to direct a group of dedicated 
subordinates in Italy. Aug. 2, 1980, ^ 
bemb destroyed the Bologna train sta- 
tion, leaving hundreds dead and.ii- 


Jewish corruption that must be de- 
stroyed by pagan fascism or “purified” 
along racial lines. 

But delle Chiaie was not satisfied 
with mere polemics. A year after joining 
Ordine Nuovo, delle Chiaie creaced a 
militant spin-off organization called 
Avanguardia Nazionale (“National 
Vanguard”). As Stuart Christie : ^orts 
in his Stefano Delle Chiaie: Port: zit of 
a Black Terrorist, delle Chiaie e ıd his 
companions began to infiltrat — ^ftist 
circles and break up student ts at 
the behest of the Italian secret vervice. 
“We are for man-to-man engagements,” 
announced one of Avanguardia 
Nazionale's leaflets. “Before setting out, 
our men are morally prepared, so that 
they learn to break the bones even of 
somebody who kneels down and cries.” 

When the Italian Communist party 
registered repeated gains at the polls 
during the late 1960s, delle Chiaie's 
thugs sprang into action. In December 
1969 a bomb exploded at Piazza Fon- 
tana in Milan, killing 16 people and in- 
juring nearly 100. Security officials ini- 
tially tried to blame a group of Italian 
ar rchists, in an attempt to discredit 
the left. But Italian magistrates later 
discovered that the bomb was planted 
by Mario Merlino, delle Chiaie's chief 
lieutenant. 

The Piazza Fontana massacre was 
the opening salvo in a wave of spectacu- 
lar bombings that rocked Italy during 
the next decade. This tactic, known in 
Italy as “the strategy of tension,” was 
designed to engender fear and terror 
among the populace as a prelude to the 
installation of strong-man government 
that would restore “law and order.” jured. Once again, the initial blame fel) 

After participating in an abortive oa the Italian left, while all of those 
military coup against Italy’s Christian indicted — month, including delle 
Democrat: government in Decémber Chiaie, ነ ici Gelli) former 
1970, delle Chiaie fled to Madrid. Soon < 
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figure. barely more than five feet tall. 
But his looks are deceptive, for he is 
responsible for some of the most brutal 
acts of terrorism in postwar Italy. 

In 1958, at age 22, delle Chiaie joined 
a right-wing extremist organization 
called Ordine Nuovo (“New Order”), 
whose motto was borrowed from the 


Evola's writings are saturated with con- 
tempt for the Catholic church, which he 
describes ss a festering citadel of 


he was hired by (General Francisco] 
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faced during the 1974 military u. ising 
in Portugal show that Aginterpre. y pro- 
vided cover for éspi activit; ود‎ un- 


squads. According to The Nazi Legacy, 
written By a team of reporters from the 
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extreme 2 
One month after the Bologna bomb- 
ing, delle Chiaie returned to Buenos, 
Aires, where he enjoyed the protection 
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i magazine, Replica, broadcast weird 
` stories about Jews, witches, drug ad- 
- dicts and homosexuals taking over the 
Vatican. During his visit to Mexico, 
Pope John Paul II was elevated by these 
propagandists from a homosexual drug 
pe ict to the Antichrist." 
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28,,:...788”) when the pontiff visited Is- 
tanbal. Agea, meanwhile, slipped away 
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cash that were kicked back to the Grey 
Wolves parent gronp, the NAP. 


rorism, Ugur Mumcu, a reporter for the 
Turkish news daily Cumhuriyet, dis- 
cussed the activities of Turkish gang- 
sters in Sophia. The Turkish god- 
fathers, according to Mumcu, directed 


“Agca was safe- 
housed by Catli 


| and the Grey 


Wolf under- 
ground for 20 
days.’ 


a major smuggling network that sent 
sophisticated arms to the Mideast in ex- 
change for heroin that filtered through 
Bulgaria en route to Italy. Certain 
Turkish mobsters maintained villas in 
Sophia, where they had business rela- 
tions with a Bulgarian state-owned im- 
port-export firm calied Kintex, which 
was heavily involved in arms traffick- 
ing. These links (betweer Kintex and 
Turkish organized crime) have 
prompted speculation in the Western 
press that the Bulgarian secret service 
— and ultimately the Russians — con- 
spired to kill the pope. 

Claire Sterling, the main promoter of 
the so-called Bulgarian connection to 
the papal shooting. consistently down- 
plays Agca’s association with the Grey 
Wolves. In her book Time of the Assas- 
sins, she fails to mention that Agca’s 


close associate, Abdullah Calli, was an | 


inaportant Grey Wolf leader. Sterling's 
cursory description oí Catli overem- 
“th the 


nhecives | --ብጅ”፦. ac. 
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cow is the principal source of world ter- 


- rorism. Sterling's chapter on Italy ig- 
In his book Arms Smuggling and Ter- || 


nores the reign of terror promulgated 
by right-wing extremists and never 
once mentions Stefano delle Chiaie. 
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After his Bulgarian sojourn in mid- 
1980, Agca shared a house with Ceti 
and a group of Grey Wolves in Viem . 
As reported in the New York Times, ti e 
pistol Agca used to shoot the pope ^ 5 
purchased from a Viennese gun de - - 
by Oral Celik. Catli, Celik's close fri. .¢, 
has admitted giving the gun to Agca. 

Italian magistrates now think Agca 
had other accomplices in St. Peter's 
Square when he wounded John Paul II 
on May 13, 1981. told the court 


Swiss police in F 
ruary 1982, but the aüthorities released 
him 48 hours before an arrest warrant 
arrived from Turkey, where he had 
been convicted in absentia for the mur- 
der of the seven Turkish trade uni 


and Terza Posizione, which were both 
successors of delle Chiaie's. Ordine 
Nuovo. Another factor connecting the 
Italian and Turkish right-wingers was 
the Antı-Bolshevi Bloc of Nations 


(ABN), a Mi à 
ganization. In 1978 the ABN magazine 
endoresd a campaign to free the “polit- 
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ella or- ' 


Jewish-masonic-communist conspira- 


cy. and their papers carried ads for | 


Turkish translations of Nazi literature. 
Like delle Chiaie, the Turkish fanatics 
were avowed enemies of the Catholic 
church. Both groups demonstrated 5 
willingness to translate their belie! 
into action. 

The known ties between delle 
Chiaie's network and the Grey Wolves 
pose an obvious question: Were the 
Turks working with delle Chiaie when 
they tried to kill the pope? The plot to 
assassinate John Paul II is similar in 
one important respect to the Piazza 
Fontana bombing in Milan instigated 
by delle Chiaie — and to the Bologna 
train station bombing. All three attacks 
were unleashed by rightist terrorists 
who contrived to blame the left for what 
th&y had done. 


In July 1982, shortly after a civilian 
government the cocaine col- 
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a major smuggling network that sent 
sophisticated arms to the Mideast in ex- 
change for heroin that filtered through 
Bulgaria en route io Italy. Certain 
Turkish mebsters maintained villas in 
Sophia, where they had business rela- 
tions with a Bulgarian state-owned im- 

firm calied Kintex, which 
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ing. These links (between Kintex and 
Turkish organized crime) have 
prompted speculation in the Western 
press that the Bulgarian secret service 
— and ultimately the Russians — con- 
spired to kill the pope. 
Claire Sterling, the main promoter of 
ian connection to 


Sterling’s ion that the Red 
Menace was behind Ali Ages is basically 
an extension of her previous book, The 
Terror Network, which claims that Nos- 


briefly detained by Swiss police in Feb- 
ruary 1982, but the authorities released 
him 48 hours before an arrest warrant 
arrived from Turkey, where he had 
been convicted in absentia for the mur- 
der of the seven Turkish trade union- 


ists. 

Judge Jorg Schild, chief of narcotics 
prosecutions in Basel, told Tim: 
magazine that Catli and Celik w > 
running a heroin smuggling operati .. 
during this period. Catli's machinat'" is 
evidently took him far afield. Sep . 
1982, he flew into Mizmi from ፡- t: 


tween the Grey Wolves and the Italian 
fascists. Before the papal shooting, the 
Grey Wolves’ parent ization, the 
NAP, had been in contact with the Ital- 


‘ian Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) ` 


and Terza Posizione, which were both 
successors of delle Chiaie's Ordine 
Nuovo. Another factor connecting the 
Italian and Turkish right-wingers was 
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In July 1982, shortly after a civilian 
government replaced the cocaine col- ' 
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.. traveled undisturbed all over Latin 


court. A heated argument ensued in 
Turkish, and Agca joined the fray. The 
three witnesses exchanged insults, ac- 
cusations and suspicions of being used 
by foreign intelligence agencies to 
blame the papal assault on Bulgaria 
and the Soviet Union. 

The most dramatic moment came 
when Catli alleged that Ozbey had 
served as a go-between for the West 
German secret service (BND). Catli 


- 


said he and Celik were promised a large 
sum of money by the BND via Ozbey if 
they signed a statement supporting 
Agca's claims of a communist conspir- 
acy. When asked by the judge to con- 
firm or deny the story, Ozbey ref: sed 
to comment. 

Agca's extensive association ‘ith 
Catli in the months before the as» issi- 
nation attempt is among the m. sig- 
nificant revelations to come oi. t the 


trial's 60 sessions thus far. With the 
Bulgarian connection unraveling in 
open court, the papal probe has begun 
to reexamine the role of Catli and his 
fascist clique. What Judge Martella 
learned about Catli and delle Chiaie 
during his visit to New York could bea 
turning point in the investigation. 
Whether the U.S. government will now 
cooperate with the Jtalian authorities 
remains to be seen. lil 
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Vatican banks on naivete defense 


By PETER HEBBLETHWAITE 


IN SEPTEMBER 1982, three finan- 
cial wise men — Joseph C. Brennan, 
Carlo Cerutti and Philippe de Weck — 
were asked to advise the Vatican about 


. a precise question: Was the Institute of 


Religious Works (IOR), popularly 
known as the Vatican bank, involved 
in the crash of the Banco Ambrosiano, 
whose director, Roberto Calvi, was 
found hanging from Blackfriars Bridge, 
London, in June 1982? 

The three men (by now they had been 
joined by a fourth, Hermann J. Abts) 
confessed that they could not, given the 
nature of the case, produce a final re- 
port. Their advice was that a joint Italy- 
Holy See commission should be set up 
to learn the facts. This was accepted. 
The Holy See agreed to make relevant 
documents available. 

The report from the mixed commis- 
sion was awaited in March 1983, but it 


involve- ` failed to appear. Now, almost three 
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years later, the mixed commission has 
still not reported. 

The reason, it appears, is that the 
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to perceive the overall pattern of illegal- 
ity. In other words, they did not know 
what Calvi was up to. 

The case for the defense, therefore, is 
that Archbishop Paul Casimir Marcink- 
us and his chief aides, Luigi Mennini 
and Pellegrino di Strobel, were totally 
deceived by Calvi’s cunning wiles. In 
order to demonstrate their innocence, 
the ` have to confess their naivete. 

The Italian commissioners, however, 
reject this defense. They have reached 
— not always unanimously — the fol- 
lowing six conclusions: 

— The IOR was “always and continu- 
ally aware" of what was going on and 
accepted the solutions that Calvi found 
to various problems. 

— There was a substantial common 
management relationship between 
Calvi and the top 10R men with regard 
to the companies in which they had 
shared interests. True, in relation to 
third parties, Calvi often acted alone 
and without the knowledge of IOR. 

— There was a personal relationship 
between Calvi and at least one senior 
member of 1 JR (Marcinkus?) based on 
the knowledge that “what was really 
going on would have to be concealed.” 

— From 1974, at least, there was an 
understanding between the IOR and 
Calvi that it would “cover up his unor- 
LXI d 
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1981, which Calvi obtained personally. 
These enabled him to exploit his earlier 
association with what he called "the 
State Bank of the Vatican" to raive 
enormous funds that soon led to the 
crash of the Ambrosiano. 

It now appears evident that Cardinal 
Agostino Casaroli, secretary of state, | 
who has been put in charge of sorting 
out this mess, knew of these conclusions 
when he addressed the meeting of car- — 
dinals on the morning of Nov. 23, 1985. 5 

He then explained that the Holy See —— 
had paid $250 million to Italy not be- - 
ause it thought it had any liability, but 4 


hand. 

Pleas of ignorance are hard to sustain | 
when it can be shown that in the œn- ` 
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Vatican banks on naivete defense 


By PETER HEBBLETHWAITE 
Vatican Affairs Writer 
Oxford, England ANALYSIS 


IN SEPTEMBER 1982, three finan- 
cial wise men — Joseph C. Brennan, 
Carlo Cerutti and Philippe de Weck — 
were asked to advise the Vatican about 


. a precise question: Was the Institute of 


Religious Works (IOR), popularly 
known as the Vatican bank, involved 
in the crash of the Banco Ambrosiano, 
whose director, Roberto Calvi, was 
found hanging from Blackfriars Bridge, 
London, in June 1982? 

The three men (by now they had been 
joined by a fourth, Hermann J. Abts) 
confessed that they could not, given the 
nature of the case, produce a final re- 
port. Their advice was that a joint Italy- 
Holy See commission should be set up 
to learn the facts. This was accepted. 
The Holy See agreed to make relevant 
documents available. 

The report from the mixed commis- 
sion was awaited in March 1983, but it 


' failed to appear. Now, almost three 


years later, the mixed commission has 
stiil not 


through À 

that, although the TOR was involved 
with the Ambrosiano in countless indi- 
vidual transactions, its directors failed 


to perceive the overall pattern of illegal- 
ity. In other words, they did not know 
what Calvi was up to. 

The case for the defense, therefor, is 
that Archbishop Paul Casimir Mat. ınk- 
us and his chief aides, Luigi Me: nini 
and Pellegrino di Strobel, wer. ally 
deceived by Calvi's cunning w . In 
order to demonstrate their ina once, 
they have to confess their naivete. 

The Italian commissioners, however, 
reject this defense. They have reached 
— not always unanimously — the fol- 
lowing six conclusions: 

— The IOR was “always and continu- 
ally aware” of what was going on and 
accepted the solutions that Calvi found 
to various problems. 

—There was a substantial common 
management relationship between 
Calvi and the top IOR men with regard 
to the companies in which they hed 
shared interests. True, in relation to 
third parties, Calvi often acted alone 
ana without the knowledge of IOR. 

— There was a personal relationship 


between Calvi and at least one sonior | 


going on 

— From 1974, at least, there war an 

7 between the IOR and 

vi that it would “cover up his user 

thodox activities within the Banco Am- 

brosiano «group and the companies it 
controlled.” 

— There was an awareness on the 

of IOR that “its behavior provided 

Calvi with the means to carry 

out oporatioas that could never be di- 


— The JOR knew the significance of 
the “letters of patronage” of June 10, 


1981, which Calvi obtained personally. 
These enabled him to exploit his earlier 
association with what he called “the 
State Bank of the Vatican" to -aise 
enormous funds that soon led to the 
crash of the Ambrosiano. 

It now appears evident that Cardinal 


cause it thought it had any liability, but 
in order to show goodwill. He pointed 
out that if all the claims being made 
were added up, they come 
ring $18 billion. 

If the IOR had gone to court, said 
Casaroli, it is not certain that i 
have lost (but not certain that 


to exclude women from the 
“Washing of Feet” ritual on Holy Thurs- 


The rite is “intended for men only,” 
Father Richard E. Ward of the diocese’s 
Worship Commission wrote in a Feb. 
25 ا‎ to all Pittsburgh 

The original Latin text of the 
(the Vatican's book on 


Coaching of Ali Agca clouds con piracy trial. 


By MARTIN A. LEE and KEVIN 


Special to the National Catholic Reporter 
New York ANALYSIS 


ል JURY IN Rome is set to deliberate 
after hearing the closing arguments in 
the controversial trial of seven men ac- 
cused of conspiring to assassinate Pope 
John Paul Il in 1981. Italian prosecutor 
Antonio Marini, who spent nine months 


:ሎሞ፡ - 
“for lack of proof.” In what appeared 
to be a face-saving ploy, Marini implied 
there was some evidence of guilt but not 
MES s ay As for the four 

Turkish defendants, the ای‎ re- 


Defense ians 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the 
's proposal, which would not 

amount to full abeolution under Italian 
law. Giuseppe Consolo, the attorney for 


i; Morriston bs 


on the bishop to make sure tnat these 
laws are being carried out," said 


ngwin. 

But many Pittsburgh Catholics, in- 
cluding women religious and the Associ- 
ation of Pittsburgh Priests (APP), ex- 
pressed surprise at the diocese's sudden 
concern with the law's enforcement. 

“We do not need this added sign of 


the leading Bulgarian defendant, Sergei I. 
Antonov, sought a declaration of total inno- 
cence. In his final argument, Consolo 
maintained that Turkish gunman Meh- 
met Ali Agca had been coached to blame 
the Bulgarian secret service for the shoot- 
ing in an effort to discredit the Eastern 

bloc. 
Suspicions of coaching were aroused 
during the opening weeks of the trial when 
Agca announced that Francesco Pazienza, 
e ት ውጭ tanking oficial of the Hal 
ian military intelligence service SISMI, 
had. visited him in March 1982 at the As- 
coli Piceno prison. Agca's inconsistent tes- 
timony included the allegation that 
Pazienza promised him “freedom and a 
French passport” if he confessed that the 
hired him to murder the pope 


which is seeking his extradition — insists 
رت‎ eiie o ae no Marte 
V owe سیم‎ e Il arte 


the breaking of bread was only shared 
by Jesus and the apostles?" she asked. 
At Pittsburgh's Thomas Merton 
Center, staff organizer Molly Rush 
called the memo a “a throwback to the 
worst possible discrimination against 
women." In a March 10 letter to Werd, 
Rush and other Merton Center staff 
members asked for a public retraction 


of the Vatican-linked Banco Ambrosiano, 
which collapsed the following year) 
cause his tenure with the Italian secret 
service was already finished, Pazienza con- 
tended, he would not have had access to 
the high-security prison where Agca was 
incarcerated. 

Martella accepted this explanation, but 
Pazienza wouldn't let the matter rest. He 
said he thinks he knows who was really 
behind the coaching of Agca. "My former 
colleagues in SISMI established a secret 
‘disinformation’ unit and theyre the ones 
who pushed the Bulgarian connection,” 
Pazienza recently told NCR. “When the 
tale started to unravel, my enemies in the 
secret service attempted to cover their own 
tracks by putting oüt the phony story that 
I met with Agca. They tried to get a Mafia 
hitman to kill me so 1 wouldnt be able to 
speak out and defend myself." 

۱۴ eoe es mde 


(fhe Van: of Roberto Calvi, president | 


Lugaresi. But how did SISMI get its hooks 
directly into Agca? A key suspect, accord- 
Giovanne Senzani, 


TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON LAY MINISTRY 
LA DECIMA CONFERENCIA NACIONAL SOBRE MINISTERIO LAICO 


said that, although the committee has 
received queries from individual par- 
ishes, Pittsburgh is the first diocese 
to raise the issue of women’s participa- 
tion in the Holy Week liturgy. “They're 
simply being faithful to the rubrical di- 
rectives, and we always support adher- 
ence to the law,” the source said. ፪፪ 


the Red Brigades have been infiltrated and 
manipulated by intelligence agencies over 
the years. 

Red Brigade leader Senzani was ar- 
rested in January 1982 and sent to As- 
coli Piceno prison. There, he befriended 
Agca and tutored him in Italian. “Sen- 
zani had important contacts in Italian 
intelligence. He may have been acting 
on behalf of SISMI during his frequent 
meetings with Agca,” Pazienza told 
NCR. “The conduit for Senzani was 
SISMI operative Luciano Bellucci. They 
were pals since 1966. When Senzani 
lived in the United States from 1968 to 
1972, Bellucci stayed at his apartment 
on Via La Vita in Rome. Bellucci later 
joined the Italian secret service.” 

Bellucci's handling agent, said Pa- 
zienza, was a member of SISMI's Third 
Department (internal affairs), headed 
by General Notarnicola, who concsived 


of SISMI's Propaganda-Disinformation 
Reagan 1 


have graced the front page of the New 
York Times, are two of the primary ar- 
chitects of the Bulgarian connection. lili 
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United States. Iti is an unruly town, a city 
of jaywalkers, with a long history of re- 
bellion. If, as one veteran priest who has 
worked closely with three archbishops 
put it, Law is accepting the challenge of 
the archdiocese in a way that Medeiros 
never did, his leadership may now be un- 
dergoing its stiffest test to date. 

There are rumblings of rebellion 
among the more progressive elements of 
the archdiocese. Sacred Heart parish in 
Lexington, for example, formally re- 
quested that the conservative pastor 
Law assigned there be transferred, in 
what some parishioners characterized as 
a battle between centralized and decen- 
tralized models of church. Law, respond- 
ing through Auxiliary Bishop Alfred 
Hughes, refused to budge. 

Parishioners have esked him to recon- 


የ 


Cardinal Bernard Law 


sider and say more than half of the 1,068-family parish 
may break away and form their own faith community if 
Sacred Heart pastor Father Thomas C. Foley stays 
(NCR, Feb. 20). 

Some observers say the incident is characteristic of 
Law’s autocratic mentality, no matter how charismatic 
and congenial his style may be. Law listens to you so 
sincerely, said one seas ~ 2d cleric, then says something 
has to be done, but nothi .g happens. 

In that same light, ser e priests and women religious, 
both probably inthe m . rity, are grumbling about the 
cardinal’s paternalisn. Jthers complain about his inac- 
cessibility behind the bureaucratic screen of the cabinet 

(See Law, page 22) 


Marcinkus acted morally, pope told 


But some financial aides dissented, report says 


By PETER HEBBLETHWAITE 
Vatican Affairs Writer 
Oxford, England ANALYSIS 


IN THE FALL of 1982, when 
the first revelations about Arch- 
bishop Paul Marcinkus' links 
with financier Roberto Calvi and 
the crash of the Banco Ambrosi- 
ano became public, Pope John 
Paul II got his top financial aides 
together and asked each to an- 
swer, privately and in writing, the 
6 


question: “Do you consider Archbishop 
Paul Marcinkus to have behaved in a morally unac- 


ceptable way?” 


Thus reported the Corriere Della Sera March 2, 
in a story written by Luigi Accattoli, the Milan 
religious affairs writer. The ar- 
ticle provides a key to unlocking the Vatican bank 


paper's respected religious 


imbroglio (NCR, March 6). 

The majority of those top papal 
aides gave John Paul a negative 
judgment, the report stated. 

So from then on, the line of de- 
fense has been to play the Vatican 
sovereignty card, meaning the Ital- 

ian government has no right to in- 
terfere, and to offer Italian judges 
only the minimum cooperation 
with their various investigations. 

But this was a majority judg- 
ment. There was and is, 

fore, inside the Vatican a group of people who be- 
lieve Marcinkus was guilty back in 1982. Among 
them was Cardinal Agostino Casaroli. How does 
one know? 
Because Francesco Pazienza, the star witness 
in the Milan tribunal, who was at that date work- 
(See Vatican finances, page 10) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
ing for SISMI, the Italian equivalent of 
the CIA, revealed that early in 1981, 
Casaroli asked SISMI to find out what it 
could about the relationship between 
Calvi and Marcinkus. 

Casaroli already smelled something 
foul. He knew the terrible harm being 
done to the church. He also knew that 
nothing remains a secret forever. In- 
deed, he once reminded me of the old 
maxim: “In Rome, everything is a mys- 
tery, and nothing is secret.” 

The shooting of the pope, May 13, 
1981, meant Casaroli was effectively in 
charge of the Vatican, and he used his 
position to try to sort out once and for all 
the affairs of the Institute of Religious 
Works (IOR, the Vatican bank). 

He failed to achieve this end. While 
the pope was in the Gemelli Hospital, 
recovering from his wounds, Marcinkus 
was perpetrating his final act of folly (or 
in Roman jargon “imprudence”). 

Although Calvi was already convicted 
and sentenced to four years for breaking 
currency regulations, Marcinkus Aug. 
21, 1981, provided Calvi the “letters of 
comfort” he needed to reassure the 
Banco Andino of Peru and the Am- 
brosiano Group Commercial of Ma- 
nagua that they could have confidence in 
the list of Vatican-controlled com- 
panies, some of which had only a phan- 
tom existence. 

This is the reason the Milan judges is- 
sued their arrest warrant. The charge is 
that Marcinkus and his two associates 
are accessories to fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy. It will prove terribly hard to re- 
fute in an open court, which may be the 
reason the experiment is not being 
tried. 

Still, in the fall of 1982, most of the 
pope's advisers thought Marcinkus was 
innocent. But majorities are not always 
right. That verdict, it is now being whis- 
pered, would have to be modified if “new 
facts” came to light. 

I thought Pazienza’s 114 pages, 
which I have read, constituted evidence 


tio ና ya ed Pom the 
‚United States last summer and interro- 
gated from June 24 to July 18. 


Although he is a con man and a fixer 


qu charged with the same offense — 
mplicity in fraudulent bankruptcy 一 
I see no reason he should no: be telling 
thetruth in this instance. 

Yet, the buzz from the Vatican is that 
Pazienza was not half so close to events 
as he claims, that he really knows little, 
that he has an inflated sense of his im- 
portance. All of this is probably true, 
but it does not prove he is lying about es- 
sentials. 

The cover-up, or, if that is too strong, 
the suspicion of a cover-up, is doing im- 
mense damage to the church. Two prin- 
ciples are involved. To proclaim justice, 
the church has to be just or to be seen to 
be trying to be just. 

Second, no one, be he ever so high, be 
he archbishop or cardinal, is above the 
law. That, we have so often been told, 
was the meaning of the martyrdom of 
St. Thomas More, lord chancellor of En- 
gland, and of St. Stanislaw of Krakow. 

Both were victims of kings who 
thought they could make up the law as 
they went along. But justice is an abso- 
lute. Fiat justitia, ruat coelum. Let jus- 
tice be done, even if the heavens fall 
down. 

I think I can figure out why Pope John 
Paul is still trying to tough it out. First, 
it was the policy decided on, though not 
unanimously, in the fall of 1982. He 
does not like to admit in public to chang- 
ing his mind. It would also mean admit- 
ting that, in 1982, Casaroli was right 
and the other advisers were wrong. 

Next, he has a natural dond of sym- 
pathy with Marcinkus as a man of 
Lithuanian origin, a fellow Slav. Poland 
and Lithuania were united for four cen- 
turies. 

But the main obstacle to admitting 
the truth is psychological. John Paul 
lived most of his adult life under a com- 
munist regime where the administra- 
tion, the judiciary and the mass media 
were all on the same side. They were 
hostile to the church, seeking every op- 
portunity to discredit it. 

John Paul has difficulty appreciating 
a free investigative press and television 
and difficulty believing the judiciary is 
really free in Italy. Therefore, he looks 
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Calvi, Roberto, born Milan, April 13, 
1920, to a minor bank official. Be- 
comes general manager of Banco Am- 
^rosiano in 1971, deputy chairman 
and managing director from 1974, fi- 


for some hidden motive or occult expla- 
nation. 

But Casaroli could tell him Italy 
under fascism had a unity of govern- 
ment and judiciary that made the demo- 
cratic constitution-makers of 1946 re- 
solved to separate the administration 
and the judiciary. 

There have been half-hearted at- 
tempts to claim that the Milan judges 
have a political motive: A general elec- 
tion is coming, and mud that sticks to 
the Vatican bank would discredit the 
Christian De: ts. 

But that is desperate barrel-scraping. 
Devout Catholics have an even greater 

| reason for wanting to see this matter 
cleared up than communists. 

There is, too, a terrible irony in the 
timing of these disturbing revelations. 
March 20 was scheduled for a meeting 
of the 15 who are supposed to put order 
into Vatican finances. 

They were to consider a plan to re- 
vivify Peter's Pence by an appeal to local 
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1974. Convicted of fraud and S 
in 1980 by Manhattan court. Inter- 
viewed for NCR by Arthur Jones. Died 
1986 in prison. 

Casaroli, Cardinal Agostino, born 
Nov. 24, 1914, secretary of state at the 
Vatican since the death of Cardinal 


Jean Villot in 1979. Deeply suspicious 
of Marcinkus and jealous of the honor 
of the Italian close 


to retirement (1989). 


churches. This fund-raising campaign 
would have been started with a papal 
documen 


bility is at stake. 
That is the reason I say this is the test 
for the pontificate. The effect of the 


5 tripe 
will be undermined unless this problem 
is resolved. 

I think'of the phrase used by Alan P. 
Herbert, a British satirist of the inter- 
war years: "Kf Big Ben” (the clock at 
Westminster Palace) “strikes 13, the 
statement is not only false in itself, Lut 
it casts doubt on all previous utterances 
from the same source." 88 


consider this one of the mos: | 


important books on the ፡ 
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